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Symposium for the Future 

An NMC Virtual Symposium 
October 26 - 29, 2009  ♦  The New Media Consortium 
 

 
The 2009 NMC Symposium for the Future, the fourteenth in the NMC’s Series of Virtual 
Symposia, will explore actual and potential applications of technology that could impact 
issues of global importance over the next five years and beyond. 
 
The NMC Symposium for the Future convenes an ongoing dialog among experts, practitioners, 
researchers, teachers, learners, artists, and others to explore the farthest edges of technology 
and its actual and potential impacts on issues of global significance.  The yearly Symposium is 
very forward looking, pushing the bounds of academic discourse, and tangibly seeking ways 
to address the challenges of our time and our world. 
 
The Symposium grows from the NMC’s Emerging Technologies Initiative, which seeks to 
answer the question of how to keep abreast of emerging technologies that may be important 
to our collective work as educators. At the core of this initiative is a focus on emerging 
technologies and the ways they can be applied in the service of teaching, learning, research, 
and creative inquiry. A major goal is to stimulate systematic thinking and discussion of the 
real challenges that face our world and our society, and in particular, how emerging 
technologies might be applied to solve them.  
 
As its name suggests, the Symposium looks toward the future: what might the world look like 
in five years? Ten? Further out? Technologies and practices that are just beginning to show 
promise in an educational or social context may well be commonplace in that time frame. The 
applicability of technology — whether established or emerging — to the social, 
environmental, and educational challenges we face today is a central theme of the 
Symposium. Projects that test the applicability of new ideas, research into new solutions for 
global problems, and demonstrations of cutting-edge tools are all part of this exploration of 
the future. 
 
The future is what we make it! 
 
Getting Ready for the Symposium 
The NMC Series of Virtual Symposia, now in its seventh year, is an exploration of online 
communication tools. Each of the 13 Symposia held to date has taken advantage of the state 
of the art for online gatherings. The 14th Symposium will be convened in the NMC’s private 
virtual space, the Hakone Project. This virtual space is supported by the same technology that 
underlies the virtual world of Second Life™ but is located behind a firewall in a secure and 
private environment.  While the events take place in a virtual world, the Symposium is not 
about virtual worlds. 
 
For more information on how to prepare for the conference, please visit the conference 
website at http://www.nmc.org/2009-future-symposium/get-ready 
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Things to See and Do 
Within Hakone there are several fun and exciting things to do and visit.  Stop by one of the 
Photo Booths located on the boardwalks and have your picture taken.  We have set up two 
"freebie" stores in addition to the extensive avatar and clothing options in your inventory, as 
well.  You can also check out the Radar HUD and see if any of your friends are nearby!  Be sure 
to go through the Orientation Trail for lot of tips and tricks for getting around!  Take time to 
explore — the NMC Hakone Project is full of hidden surprises! 
 
Getting Around 
A variety of teleporters are conveniently located across Hakone. Signs with the Hakone 
locations are situated around the space.  Just click on the sign – the name of the location you 
would like to teleport to and it will take you there.  If you feel adventuresome, try the orange 
Hakone Transport Balloon and fly across Hakone in style! Other teleporters are available as 
well.  If you are not sure how to get somewhere, just ask! 
 

Session Times 
Sessions, which will be conducted live, will incorporate a variety of visuals and rich media, and 
are generally about 45 minutes in length.  About one-third to one-half that time will be 
devoted to dialog with participants using the chat and audio tools of the environment.  Join 
us for what promises to be an engaging, experimental, and informative gathering as we look 
into the future! 
 
All sessions are listed in the program as US Pacific Time.   
Find your local time at http://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/ 



NMC Symposium for the Future 
Symposium Program, Page 4 

 

2009 NMC Symposium for the Future 
Symposium Program 
 
Monday, October 26   (All times US Pacific Time) 
 

1:00 – 2:00 pm  Newcomer Orientation I 

 
 
Tuesday, October 27 (All times US Pacific Time) 
 

9:00 – 10:00 am  Newcomer Orientation II 
 

5:30 – 7:30 pm  Opening Reception 
 
Virtual world expert, Cynthia Calongne from Colorado Technical 
University will be leading a series of activities that will challenge your 
problem solving skills and help you get more acquainted with the 
virtual world environment. 

 
 
Wednesday, October 28 (All times US Pacific Time) 
 
8:00 – 8:45 am 
This special session will be held in Adobe Connect and will be open to anyone who is 
interested. Conference registration is not required to attend this session. 
 
Sustainability Initiatives on Campus – Green Classrooms (Adobe Connect) 
http://www.nmc.org/preso/7214 
 
Using Adobe Acrobat Connect Pro, a powerful virtual classroom and web conferencing 
solution that uses Adobe Flash technology, users can automatically calculate their carbon and 
financial savings for each session and see the cumulative benefits for the entire organization. 
In this session attendees will learn tips and tricks for conducting a successful virtual classroom 
with Adobe Connect Pro. 

John Schuman, Adobe Systems, Inc. 
 
8:45 – 9:00 am  
Opening Remarks and Welcome 
 
Join Larry Johnson, NMC Chief Executive Officer, as he welcomes participants and sketches 
out the events to follow over the next two days. 

Larry Johnson, The New Media Consortium 
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9:00 – 9:45 am 
Catching the Future Before it Catches You 
http://www.nmc.org/preso/7186 
 
What are the best methods for a campus to scope out emerging technologies? This session 
will survey leading methods and real-world examples, including scenarios, extrapolation, 
prediction markets, and the Delphi process.  Next the presentation will explore environmental 
scan strategies, building up a shared directory of resources during the session. The session 
concludes by examining collaborative projects and possibilities. 

Bryan Alexander, NITLE 
 
10:00 – 10:45 am 

Keynote Presentation 
Two Painters, One Poet, and Some Sweet Soul Music 

http://www.nmc.org/preso/7270 
 
"So free we seem, so fettered fast we are." Is that true? Are our dreams of a better world 
merely hallucinations and delusions? On the other hand, if we really can "lend our minds out, 
helping each other," can the whole be greater than the sum of the parts? Can information and 
communication technologies build something other than a new Tower of Babel? 
 
No one can answer these questions definitively, but perhaps there is value in making the 
questions richer. A poet of the Victorian era, Robert Browning, anticipates many of our own 
concerns about the role of the expert, the value of collective intelligence, and the possibilities 
of human community. Gardner will discuss the hopes and fears that characterize our response 
to our newest and most disruptive telecommunications revolution by drawing connections 
with two of Browning's most illuminating psychological investigations into the nature and 
purpose of human expression—and along the way, we'll listen for some sweet soul music, 
too. 

Gardner Campbell, Baylor University 
 
 
11:30 am – 12:15 pm 
Technology’s Failure:  Four Futures Where It’s Gone Terribly Wrong 
http://www.nmc.org/preso/7205 
 
Coming face-to-face with our unspoken or unacknowledged assumptions about the future is 
often an enlightening (if troubling) experience. In this session, the presenter will explore four 
future scenarios, derived from current trends, where technology fails us. Less dystopian than 
confrontational, these four visions will push us to answer the question of why we believe 
what we do, and how to approach what's next with an open mind. 

Peter Shoemaker, Pinyon Partners, LLC  
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2:00 – 2:45 pm 
Media for Inspiring People to Understand and Care About the Planet 
http://www.nmc.org/preso/7212 
 
Both awareness and conservation of the world's environments and cultures are core to 
National Geographic’s mission: Inspiring people to care about the planet. Today's technology 
innovations enable National Geographic to broaden audience reach through multiple 
platforms. Projects focused on ocean sustainability, citizen science around biodiversity, and 
geographic literacy are extending media reach to the public and in K-12 education, engaging 
these audiences as more than observers but as active participants and messengers. 

Anne Haywood, The New Media Consortium; Ford Cochran, National Geographic Society 
 
3:15 – 4:00 pm 
Cycling Water in your Vegetable Garden: Intergenerational Learning, Collaborative 
Modeling and Social Networks 
http://www.nmc.org/preso/7217 
 
The Intergenerational School is an innovative public community school that creates service-
oriented learning experiences for multiage students (K-90). It is expanding its urban 
gardening programs to learn about watersheds and growing local foods. The presentation 
will enact an ongoing consultation process with the Center for Collaborative Modeling (Cline) 
to use Netlogo to model watersheds. The project is embedded in the development of Open 
Mesh Digital City (Canter). 

Peter Whitehouse, Jon Cline, Marc Canter; Case Western Reserve University 
 

4:30 – 5:15 pm 
Whatever Happened to the Politics of Tomorrow? 
http://www.nmc.org/preso/7234 
 
Never mind the flying cars -- where are the political utopias and dystopias that we were 
promised years ago? While politics has indeed been transformed by technology, the shape of 
this transformation looks for the most part like nothing in one of Hugo Gernsback's 
magazines. This session will look at some of the technological trends that are changing 
politics today, and -- steering clear of techno-utopianism -- some of the tools that might 
transform it tomorrow. 

Ruben Puentedura, Hippasus, Inc. 
 
 

Thursday, October 29 (All times US Pacific Time) 
 
9:00 – 9:45 am 
The Future Holds No Dignity:  The Death of Ethics in the Digital Age 
http://www.nmc.org/preso/7236 
 
Ethics are dead! Morality is irrelevant! All hail what remains: the complex, confusing and oft 
contradictory legal systems. We are deep into the digital Dark Age with only a select few 
seeking the salvation of enlightenment! Can we promote a ubiquity of culture as fast as we 
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have spread our technologies? Who is going to stand up and say: I’m mad as hell and I don’t 
want to filter my email anymore! 

Jared Bendis, Case Western Reserve University 
 
 

10:00 – 10:45 am 

Keynote Presentation 
The Networked Nonprofit 

http://www.nmc.org/preso/7271 
 
Online social networks and social media are beginning to have a dramatic impact on the way 
that nonprofits do their work beyond marketing, communications and fundraising. As 
nonprofits adopt social media and become social organizations, we're beginning to see more 
transparent, open, and porous institutions. 
 
Nonprofits are working in the clouds with crowds in new and innovative ways, inspired by the 
possibilities of new tools. There is social change happening behind the firewall as well as in 
the board room -- all linked to the use of these new tools. 

Beth Kanter, International Social Media Expert 
 
 
11:30 am – 12:15 pm 
The LMS of the Future 
http://www.nmc.org/preso/7237 
 
The future LMS will look very different from those of today. Well beyond Web 2.0, mash ups, 
and social learning, the LMS of tomorrow will connect people, technology, assessment, 
outcomes, social learning, and much, much more. Join Jeff Borden as he gives a glimpse into 
the tools students will use for learning in 5-10 years. 

Jeff Borden, Pearson eCollege 
 
2:00 – 2:45 pm 
A Visit from the Future: Uncanny Learning 
http://www.nmc.org/preso/7226 
 
NMC, what is the frequency? It's at 66.6 way off the AM dial. Broadcasting live from his secret 
studio location somewhere in the Arizona desert is a special episode of Art Spell's syndicated 
radio show "Uncanny Learning." Art's guest will be John Titan, the time-traveling visionary 
visiting us from the year 2026. Art, John and an array of enigmatic call-in participants will 
reveal how the future of education has played out in various alternate universes. Are they 
crazy or the only sane people on the airwaves? Will these callers help us alter the future? Can 
we still save education? Tune in, call in and find out. 

Jim Groom, University of Mary Washington; Brian Lamb, University of British Columbia; 
Tom Woodward, University of Richmond 
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3:15 – 4:00 pm 
The Futurists: Teaching Futuring and Innovation with Emerging Media 
http://www.nmc.org/preso/7222 
 
Colorado Technical Institute’s Futuring and Innovation course investigates how virtual 
communities form into co-laboratories of thought to employ think tank processes, social 
media, and virtual worlds as forums for Socratic discussion. What does it take for a great idea 
to become an innovation? Join Cynthia as she explores the future from the perspective of our 
budding scientists and researchers. This session includes audience participation and free 
content to enjoy. 

Cynthia Calongne, Colorado Technical University 
 
4:30 – 5:15 pm 
Towards the Collaborative Global Design of a Virtual Museum of the Future 
http://www.nmc.org/preso/7238 
 
Traditional museums have been places where one can experience guided explorations of 
artifacts and views about the past, or view and interact with current works and interactive 
experiences of culture, including the arts and media, science, the humanities and technology. 
Virtual museums and virtual worlds have now added a new dimension to this experience. 
However, personal computer inventor and visionary, Alan Kay, has often said, "The best way 
to predict the future is to invent it."  But since the future is in a constant state of becoming, 
what might a Virtual Museum of the Future (VMF) be like?  
 
This panel will present design concepts, some past examples and an invitation for high school 
and college students and faculty mentors to co-design and curate their own exhibits for the 
VMF, based broadly around promoting informal learning about science, technology, design 
and engineering in addressing the Millennium Project's 15 Global Challenges for Humanity. 

Ted Kahn, NMC Fellow, Design Worlds for Learning; Margaret Corbit, Cornell University; 
Leslie Schneider, Formative Networks; Ji Yeon Bae, Daewon, Foreign Language High 
School, South Korea 

 
5:15 – 5:30 pm 
Closing Remarks 
 
Join NMC CEO, Larry Johnson, at the close of the Symposium as he shares his observations on 
what was learned over the past couple of days. 

Larry Johnson, The New Media Consortium 
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Symposium Help Desk 
 

If you have any sort of a problem that affects your preparations for the symposium, or any 
part of your experience at the event, please contact the Symposium Help Desk. You can reach 
the Help Desk in the Hakone Project by visiting the virtual  help  desk  located outside of the 
Stadium (during conference hours); via email at help@nmc.org (anytime); or by calling 1-866-
588-7680 (US business hours).  Outside the US, dial +1-512-445-4200.   
 
When you arrive at in Hakone, our staff will, of course, always be on hand to assist you with 
any hurdles.  Please let us know how we can make your experience better! If you require 
special assistance, such as a written transcript for spoken material, to access the conference, 
please let us know right away so that we can make arrangements. 
 

About the NMC  
 
The New Media Consortium (NMC) is an international not-for-profit consortium of learning-
focused organizations dedicated to the exploration and use of new media and new 
technologies. Its hundreds of member institutions constitute an elite list of the most highly 
regarded colleges and universities in the world, as well as leading museums, key research 
centers, and some of the world's most forward-thinking companies. For more than 15 years, 
the consortium and its members have dedicated themselves to exploring and developing 
potential applications of emerging technologies for learning, research, and creative inquiry. 
The consortium's Horizon Reports are regarded worldwide as the most timely and 
authoritative sources of information on new and emerging technologies available to 
education anywhere. 
 
For more information on the NMC, see its web site at www.nmc.org 
 
 
 

 


