Original Message:
Hello all,

chadbushy@MAIL.UND.NODAK.EDU

We are looking at providing about 4 or 5 audio recording packets for

instructors to check out and digitally record there lectures and

eventually distribute via iTunes, Blackboard, etc. Has anyone setup a

similar packet and what did you include in that packet? Audio

recording

device, Memory stick (s), Microphone-(Wireless), etc. Any suggestions

on

Audio recording devices? We currently have a couple Marantz's and they

seem to be pretty good but are fairly expensive and rather bulky to

carry around although not that bad.($300-$400). 

Chad Bushy

System Administrator

IT Specialist

Center for Instructional & Learning Technologies/ITSS

University of North Dakota

vincent.doogan@NYU.EDU
I have been test driving a Zoom H4 http://www.zoom.co.jp/english/products/h4/  ; as the marketing material reads,

"Whether you're recording a live performance, a podcast, a class or workshop, a rehearsal, a songwriting session or even a sizzling performance of your band, the H4 has more recording tools available than any device ever made. Weighing a mere 6.7 ounces (190g), the H4 puts a remarkable amount of recording power in the palm of your hand... recording is often accomplished by using two microphones in a V-shaped set up that faces the performer... The H4 records on Secure Digital (SD) Media cards.  With a 2GB SD memory card, the H4 can provide up to 190 minutes of stereo WAV file recording in 44.1 kHz/16-bit mode or as many as 34 hours when recording at 128 kbps in MP3 stereo mode... The H4, with its two phantom powered XLR-1/4" input jacks that support direct connection of external microphones, is the solution to an infinite number of recording situations. You can also use the H4's Hi-Z rated phone inputs for direct connection of guitars, bass, or any other line-input device..." et cetera. –Vincent

Sharing some product information:

maurice@COLUMBIA.EDU
Edirol R-1 :  compact flash recorder to MP3 format (may be discontinued, replaced by the R-9?). We lend out the Edirol frequently because of direct to MP3 recordings, it is self-contained and rugged.

iPods with recorders: Sticking with only the new generation recorders that do CD quality, we chose the Belkin unit because of its pass-thru power, but we also bought the Micromemo for $25 on a special from RadioShack. See a short article/review we put together here: http://ccnmtl.columbia.edu/podcasting/articles/ipod_recorders_1.html
Barix Instreamer: a networked device with audio inputs that is easily controlled via a web page. Good performance in our testing setup thus far. Good addition for existing A/V setups.

-Maurice Matiz

Columbia Center for New Media

Teaching & Learning

alan@NMC.ORG
On Mar 20, 2007, at 8:43 AM, Amy Mangrich wrote:

At UW-Milwaukee, we've been looking for a low cost option, as well.  We've been using the iRiver T30 (and more recently the T10 -- $150 with 2 GB http://www.iriveramerica.com/prod/ultra/t10/).  It has a great built-in mic that works well in small group settings.  The T30 (but not the T10) has a line-in (for an 1/8" jack lavaliere microphone) as Derek described below.  The advantage of these recorders over the Olympus is that these record in MP3 -- so no file conversion is required. 
Not sure if this is true of the iRiver T models (which will not work with OS X), but the previous versions required use of special software to do the file transfer. 

We've also been looking at the iAudio U2 ($100 with 2 GB) http://www.cowonamerica.com/products/iaudio/u2/ This has many of the advantages of the T30 (line-in, excellent microphone) but this has a rechargeable battery.  Which may work better for certain institutional needs.  I think we are looking at purchasing this model for a larger roll-out of MP3 recorders for student use (on a checkout basis).
I have an iAudio U3 and it does fairly well for a small and simple unit; used for interviews it did well. I'd recommend a small cheat sheet for the basic record instructions; I used mine infrequently and the button sequence for recording was not intuitive. It has the USB port for easy transfer; a downside was the file formats are WMA and required an extra step of a file conversion. 

mike.deleon@MAIL.UTEXAS.EDU
Here's another vote for the Marantz PMD660 recorder for audio quality and professional features such as XLR and additional line level inputs, however it might be a bit too confusing for some folks if they are not comfortable making adjustments to the recording settings.   

 Last year at the Texas Blackboard Users Group conference (T-BUG) Baylor University discussed a podcast building block for Blackboard they've been using in conjunction with a small USB thumb drive recorder, the Sanyo DMP-M1200.  Their faculty clip on the recorder and record their lectures directly to mp3, then upload the file through a Blackboard interface after connect via USB.    Here's a link to their presentation.

http://www.t-bug.org/presentations/Lowe_%20Podcasting_TBUG2006.pdf
Personally, I've found iPod recording devices such as the Griffin iTalk to have poor audio quality and limited adjustments.

Michael DeLeon

Systems Analyst

Division of Instructional Innovation and Assessment

The University of Texas at Austin

GSB 2.130 Mail Code B8000

Austin, TX 78712

derek@TULANE.EDU
This reminds me of the other great feature of the Olympus WS300:  It pulls apart to reveal a USB connector; plug it into a computer and it shows up as a drive; drag and drop your file directly to your desktop.  The whole operation couldn't be easier.  That's a big selling point for us - we can turn the recorder and mic over to even the most techno-skitish faculty member and, with minimal instruction, they can record, transfer and upload files with no problems.  It also uses standard AAA batteries, which as Amy mentions, is no small consideration.

 If it could only record to MP3 format it would be the perfect tool for these purposes.

>Derek W. Toten

 >Director, Classroom & Presentation Services

 >Academic Technology Support Services

 >Tulane University

 >New Orleans, Louisiana

 >derek@tulane.edu

 >504-314-2516

tlafoe@LIBRARY.MSSTATE.EDU
Here at the MSU Libraries we have two sound recording setups. First, for our podcasts, we use a Mac book and a very inexpensive 2-channel mixer with microphone setup and record though GarageBand. For conferences and speakers we use a Marantz PMD660, which, once set to your liking, will record with the push of a button. It's very easy to operate and the sound quality is excellent, especially with the conference grabbers plugged in.

 

The downside to the first is that even though we have great sound quality using the Mac/mixer/mic, it's not very portable. For the Marantz, it would have to be the price (but it's worth it!). We did a few on the MacBook using its built-in mic and they didn't sound too bad, but didn't sound as good as we wanted it to, thus the addition of the mixer and mic.

 

A third option I have sitting next to me is an MSI P200. Works and looks like a memory stick but has a built in recorder.

http://www.msicomputer.com/product/p_spec.asp?model=P200&class=mega
Generally priced for less than 60 bucks, it will do the trick in a pinch. You also have an input jack so you can attach a better mic if you want.

 

Those are some of the options we have tried, and all have their ups and downs.

Thomas La Foe

Instructional Technology Specialist

Instructional Media Center

Mississippi State University Libraries

(662) 325-6781

amangric@UWM.EDU
At UW-Milwaukee, we've been looking for a low cost option, as well.  We've been using the iRiver T30 (and more recently the T10 -- $150 with 2 GB http://www.iriveramerica.com/prod/ultra/t10/).  It has a great built-in mic that works well in small group settings.  The T30 (but not the T10) has a line-in (for an 1/8" jack lavaliere microphone) as Derek described below.  The advantage of these recorders over the Olympus is that these record in MP3 -- so no file conversion is required.  These also use AAA (for the T30) or AA (for the T10).  This is helpful for student checkout -- in case the battery dies, they can purchase a new one easily with out waiting for the battery to recharge.  The disadvantage is that the interface is a bit confusing (since it is designed to be an MP3 player AND a recorder).  Additionally, the battery life on the T30 which uses AAA is terrible (which is why we switched to T10 using AA).

We've also been looking at the iAudio U2 ($100 with 2 GB) http://www.cowonamerica.com/products/iaudio/u2/ This has many of the advantages of the T30 (line-in, excellent microphone) but this has a rechargeable battery.  Which may work better for certain institutional needs.  I think we are looking at purchasing this model for a larger roll-out of MP3 recorders for student use (on a checkout basis).

If anyone has other options, please let us know.  For us, it is important that the device record in MP3 and that it has a line in.  It would also be nice if it were designed to be a voice recorder so that the interface were easy to use and simple...

Amy Mangrich

Instructional Design Consultant

University of Wisconsin - Milwaukee

Learning Technology Center, Golda Meir E-175

2311 E. Hartford Avenue

P.O. Box 604

Milwaukee, WI  53201

collin8@UAKRON.EDU
We are using a Sanyo ICR-S250RM Digital Voice Recorder/Player and a Sony

ECM-DSP 70 Condensor Lav mic and have been getting excellent results.  The

Sanyo and the Sony mic cost about $225 together and the Sanyo fits easily a

shirt pocket and records MP3 files so we can drag them into a computer and

upload directly without file conversion.

The Sanyo takes one AAA battery and the mic gets phantom power from the

recorder.  Hope this helps.

Chris Collins

Multimedia Specialist

Design and Development Services

Associate Lecturer, School of Communication

The University of Akron

330-972-2435

collin8@uakron.edu
vkelly@KENT.EDU
We are doing a very similar thing - using Olympus WS 100 and 300 digital

recorders. I recommend spending less on the recorder (100) and getting

lapel mics - not because the mic on the recorder isn't good enough, but

rather to keep people from handling the recorder while recording and to

keep them from speaking directly into the mic - it makes a big

difference in the sound quality. 

As mentioned before, the glitch is that it records as wma's and these

may need to be converted to mp3's. We also use the free software,

Audacity. And again as mentioned previously - the mp3 encoder (so that

you can export from Audacity as mp3's) has to be downloaded separately.

The instructions on the site for the download are excellent, but trying

to convince faculty and students to go through all of these steps can be

painful.

If the material being recorded can be disseminated on a website, I'd

suggest looking at http://www.podcastspot.com/. WMA's can be uploaded

there and they convert to multiple formats, create RSS feeds and host

the podcast. If you only need a very small (25MB) space - it's free.

This is especially useful for student projects.

Valerie L. Kelly

Sr. Multimedia Developer

School of Library and Information Science

314V Library

Kent State University

saundebn@JMU.EDU
We're using iPods with the XtremeMac Micromemo and a $25 radio shack lapel mic. We went with the iPod because 1.) the cool factor really got the instructor's attention and 2.) most of the digital voice recorders use a proprietary speech codec. This has been a problem in the past, requiring some kind of codec installation that may or may not work on their computer. The iPod (which records plain old WAV files) avoids this. Plus, iTunes makes it easy to convert to MP3 with a single right-click. Audacity is a great choice for instructors who want to edit, but most of our instructors want to streamline the process as much as possible and aren't really interested in adding bells and whistles. The 5G iPods really make a pretty nice hardware setup for recording lectures along with the lapel mic since it slips into the pocket nicely and has a hold button. The only downside is it kind of perpetrates the "podacsting=iPod" myth.

I feel derek's pain about a device that records direct to mp3. The only one I could find was an old iRiver that is no longer being produced. Everyone who had one loved it though.

James Madison University

Grover Saunders

Media Training Coordinator

James Madison University

wautersl@QUEENSU.CA
We have the Edirol R09 with a 1gb memory card. We like its simplicity and the audio quality is outstanding. The feedback from faculty has been positive.

Pros:

Small Unit

Audio Quality

Ease of Use

Cons:

Hard to open the plastic battery/USB cover

You need a headset if you want to listen to you recordings from the standalone recorder.

I can also recommend the optional CS-15 cardioid-type stereo microphone. (Great for field recording)

For more specs on the Edirol go to

http://www.edirol.net/products/en/R-09/
Luc Wauters

Learning Technology Analyst

ITServices, Queen's University

T:  (613)533-6000 ext 78261

E:  wautersl@queensu.ca
michael.havice@MARQUETTE.EDU
Is anyone using the audio recording capability of a PDA?  I have used the Axim 51v and find that device to be easy to use, easy to download to my computer, audio edit and then post on D2L.

Michael J. Havice Ed.D.

Marquette University

alan@NMC.ORG
We can add an "us too" from NMC- we have 2 Edirol R-09's we've been using for recording narration, interviews, and meeting capture. The quality is superb. And yes, that bottom cover always feels like one can break it; the cues are not intuitive but it seems to be a two step operation of sliding back by gently pushing on the detent, and then sliding that little switch sideways to open to the battery area. I see duct tape in the future! We use a 2 Gb SD card.

There are some good detailed reviews on three models at O'Reilly Digital Media Center- these run in the $200-300+ range., but good audio is almost gold.

M-Audio

http://digitalmedia.oreilly.com/2005/11/30/m-audio-microtrack-review.html
Edirol

http://digitalmedia.oreilly.com/2006/08/31/edirol-r-09-digital-recorder-review.html
Zoom H-4

http://digitalmedia.oreilly.com/2007/02/01/review-zoom-h4-handy-recorder.html
Alan Levine

Director, Member and Technology Resources
rubenrp@HIPPASUS.COM
I've been using Olympus recorders (particularly the DS-2 - $100) for similar projects - excellent built-in mike, lightweight and compact, easy to use, easy to convert files for podcast purposes.

Ruben R. Puentedura, Ph.D.

Founder and President

Hippasus

228 Main Street, #412

Williamstown, MA 01267

(413) 441-6467

rubenrp@hippasus.com
gajewski@CSULB.EDU
The recording device of choice for a growing number of people in and out of academia is Audacity software running on a PC or Garage Band running on a Mac.

Audacity is a free download available at: http://audacity.sourceforge.net/

At that site you can download the stable version 1.2.6 but I recommend trying version 1.3.2 (beta). The 1.3 version offers a copy and past approach to editing that is similar to using a word processor.

Also available as a free download (at http://audacity.sourceforge.net/download/windws/) is the LAME MP3 encoder. It is designed to work from within Audacity.

The advantage to using Audacity (or Garage Band) as a recording device is that your faculty and staff members get to keep it and run it on their own home or office computers. The only cost involved would be an inexpensive headphone/microphone combination that would plug into the computer.

Because Audacity is so widely accepted by podcasters, there are many tutorials available that cover Audacity and on how to create accessible podcasts from the recorded files.

I would suggest checking the tutorials posted by podcasting guru Donna Eyestone. From within iTunes, go to the PODCATS section of the iStore and do a search on "Donna Eyestone" to subscribe to either of her podcasts.

Walter Gajewski
Media Lab Coordinator
Library and Academic Technology Services, Room 220
CSU Long Beach
macderm@SAS.UPENN.EDU
At Penn we've used a couple of Edirol R-09 recorders.  Pretty good results with the internal mic for seminar classes.  My biggest problem with these units is:

* default file names are NOT based on time/date stamp.  faculty have to re-name files prior to upload

* the cover for the battery/USB ports is a little tricky to operate and seems vulnerable to damage (though we haven't actually yet broken any - yet)

nice features are:

* good size, weight

* big, easily visible record indicator

* nice pickup from internal stereo mic

* easy file transfer to computer via USB

* easy to operate once a staff person has pre-set the format & compression

we did upgrade to a bigger memory card (don't recall the exact size, but it's ample).

We just provide faculty with the recorder, AC adapter, USB cable, spare batteries, case.  and we tell them we want it back at the end of the term.

We have considered providing external mics, haven't as of yet.  That gets beyond the level of simplicity required for faculty self-serve operation.

John MacDermott

Director for Instructional Technology

SAS Computing, University of Pennsylvania

macderm@sas.upenn.edu
derek@TULANE.EDU
We're using the Olympus WS300 digital recorder ($80) and a Sony lav mic

($25 - 1/8" jack, no battery).  It's just about the least expensive,

easy to use, quality configuration we could come up with.  The

significant downside is that the unit only records WMA format.  All

files must first be converted to MP3 before posting.  Fortunately,

that's easy enough to do - there's a couple of freeware utilities out

there that we've been able to point faculty to so they can do it

themselves.

Ideally, we'd like to identify a low cost MP3 recorder (less than $100)

and dispense with the whole conversion business, but we haven't found

one yet.  Another issue - the MP3 recorders we have tested, besides

being expensive, are not capable of recording at less than 32kb audio

resolution.  We prefer to generate audio files in the 12kb range - sound

quality is perfectly acceptable, but file size is greatly reduced.  

Derek W. Toten

Director, Classroom & Presentation Services

Academic Technology Support Services

Tulane University

New Orleans, Louisiana

dschnaidt@WESLEYAN.EDU 

Our Marantz PMD 660 is a great recorder but too complicated for checkout and only used by staff. For instructors, we we've had very good results with iPods+mic or an M-Audio recorder, both of which fit in a shirt pocket. -Dan

torda@EMAIL.WCU.EDU
We are testing using the latest iPod Nano with a Belkin TuneTalk Stereo.

We have been pretty happy with the quality so far, and comes in at less than $210 per set.

Neil Torda

Digital Media Lab Technician and Lecturer

Coulter Faculty Center

Western Carolina University

828.227.2667

Subject:
Re: Recommended handheld digital voice recorder?

From:
Ed Lamoureux <ell@BUMAIL.BRADLEY.EDU>

Reply-To:
NMC Technology Advisory Board (TAB)

Date:
Thu, 19 Apr 2007 15:19:53 -0500

we have an older version of

Marantz PMD660

Portable Compact Flash Recorder:

http://www.rmcaudio.com/marantz/pmd660.htm

makes great and usable recordings. Sturdy and serviceable.

but it's larger than a "handheld" (that is ... you carry it with your hand but it doesn't fit in it)

and using it is NOT intuitive (it doesn't work like one expects a tape recorder to work, so students have trouble with the controls). Really takes some training (as a unique digital device) to use.

Subject:
Re: Recommended handheld digital voice recorder?

From:
Veronica Diaz <veronica.diaz@DOMAIL.MARICOPA.EDU>

Reply-To:
NMC Technology Advisory Board (TAB)

Date:
Thu, 19 Apr 2007 13:13:06 -0700

I’ve just been working on this myself, here’s what I came up with:

Zoom H4 Mobile Field Recorder (at B & H)

Sony WCS-999 Wireless Mic System

-----------------------

Veronica Diaz, PhD

Instructional Technologist

Maricopa Center for Learning and Instruction

http://www.mcli.dist.maricopa.edu/

Maricopa Community Colleges

2411 West 14th Street

Tempe, Arizona  85271

480.731.8297 p

480.731.8282 f
Subject:
Re: Recommended handheld digital voice recorder?

From:
doug.rowlett

Reply-To:
NMC Technology Advisory Board (TAB)

Date:
Thu, 19 Apr 2007 15:54:39 -0500

Content-Type:
text/plain

We use the Edirol R1 for student work and the R4 for more serious, multi channel work. However, they are both a bit dated. The Edirol R-09 is the new kid on the block for serious portable hand-held recording.

http://www.rolandus.com/products/productdetails.aspx?ObjectId=757&ParentId=114

Douglas Rowlett, Ph.D.

Instructional Design Coordinator

Houston Community College Southwest

doug.rowlett@hccs.edu
Subject:
Re: Recommended handheld digital voice recorder?

From:
Toten, Derek W

Reply-To:
NMC Technology Advisory Board (TAB)

Date:
Thu, 19 Apr 2007 16:00:18 -0500

We’ve had great success with the Olympus WS300M – inexpensive ($79) and easy to use.  For classroom lecture recording we also equip them with a Sony ECM-C10 lavaliere battery-less mic ($26).  The recorders have a built-in USB connector so you can plug them directly into your PC and download the files – the recorder even shows up as a drive on your system.  The only downside is that they record in WMA and not directly to MP3 format.  Conversion is not difficult, but it’s an extra step we would like to eliminate.  I would love to find an equally inexpensive and reliable MP3 recorder, but until that unit shows up, the Olympus is our recorder of choice.

Derek

Subject:
Re: Recommended handheld digital voice recorder?

From:
Michael DeLeon <mike.deleon@MAIL.UTEXAS.EDU>

Reply-To:
NMC Technology Advisory Board (TAB)

Date:
Thu, 19 Apr 2007 16:08:15 -0500

Avoid the M-Audio Microtrack! It’s small, but the two I bought were so flaky I returned them.    Look for models that don’t rely on built-in rechargeable batteries.  If you run out of juice in the field, it’s a good idea to be able to grab a set of AA’s and keep rolling.  I use a Marantz PMD 600.  It’s not a handheld, per se, but it’s been very reliable and uses standard compact flash cards.  Good luck.

Subject:
Re: Recommended handheld digital voice recorder?

From:
Andrea Nixon <anixon@CARLETON.EDU>

Reply-To:
NMC Technology Advisory Board (TAB)

Date:
Thu, 19 Apr 2007 16:18:20 -0500

Greetings, all.  I really appreciated the information that the Vermont Folklore Center put together on audio recorders when I was evaluating equipment.  They are more geared towards preservation but I found their analysis really helpful in getting into this field.

http://www.vermontfolklifecenter.org/res_audioequip.htm

I am doing case study based research right now and ended up purchasing an M-Audio 24/96 with 128 memory card.  A colleague at Carleton recommended it.  The M-Audio unit has been a champ and I have been using it pretty hard for the past 3 months.  Interface is pretty good especially after the free bios upgrade.

http://www.m-audio.com/

Best,

Andrea

ubject:
Re: Recommended handheld digital voice recorder?

From:
Eugene Lew <elew@SAS.UPENN.EDU>

Reply-To:
NMC Technology Advisory Board (TAB)

Date:
Thu, 19 Apr 2007 17:26:27 -0400

Content-Type:
text/plain

the Zoom H2 is the new kid on the block:

http://www.samsontech.com/products/productpage.cfm?prodID=1916&brandID=4
Subject:
Re: Recommended handheld digital voice recorder?

From:
matthew maccrimmon <macc@SIU.EDU>

Reply-To:
NMC Technology Advisory Board (TAB)

Date:
Fri, 20 Apr 2007 09:19:58 -0500

Content-Type:
text/plain

i've had very good results using the Samson C01U desktop mic.  that's a USB mic that can be plugged directly into a USB port on a notebook computer.  the quality and simplicity is excellent for the price (about $75).  i've even used this for group audio/video conferencing by connecting a 15' USB cable to the mic and passing that from person to person within a small room.

Matt

